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| Duty of Chriſtians to be Followers of r , 
| who thro” Faith & Patience, inherit their, 1 
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the pious Confort of the Reverend 


Mr. Witham Williams, 
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$ THAT » ebe Followers of them ak; 


thro Faith and Patience, inherit the 


_ Prom fer, 


HE 
plac'd us here on Earth in a State of Trial 


fectly 
deal with us according to thoſe reaſonable Powers 
which he hath 


Conduct, the Government of our Hearts and Behavi- 


our, in al Conditions of Life; but hath alſo ſet before 


us, in his holy Word, the moſt weighty and fbrcible 
Conſiderations that can be to work upon our Hopes 
end Fears, thoſe great Springs of Action in every 
reaſonable C reature. — Theſe Motives are contained in 
the T hreatnings and Promiſes of the Goſpel. Theſe 
are of eternal Concern to all who are favour'd with 
flivine Revelation; but not alike regarded by end 
ome 


r 
n as 


glorious Author of our Beings, who has 4 | 


for Eternity, and aſſign'd us our Work, per- 
knows our Frame; and is pleas'd to 


given us: And hath not only given us 
wiſe and juſt and excellent Rules for our Direction ang 
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6 A Funeral SERMON, 


Yome will not believe nor obey the Truth; but continue 


in their Sins and run the dreadful Riſque of having all 


the Evil threatned coming upon them. While others, 


being moved with Fear, from the Conſideration of 


the Wrath of GOD revealed from Heaven, and a Senſe 
of their own Sinfulneſs and obnoxiouſneſs to ſuffer it, 


and. a Belief of the gracious Offers of the Goſpel, flee 
for Refuge to ChRIsT as the Hope ſet ee them, 


And are enabled, by divine Grace to live a Life of 
Faith and Patience, till they come to the Poſſeſſion of MW 


the Bleſſings hop'd tor, contain'd in the Promiſes. 


. Theſe only among the Children of Men, take a 
wiſe Courſe in Time for their everlaſting Well-being. 


And ſuch as would partake of the ſame Happineſs, 


muſt. be Followers of theſe, or obtain and live in the 


exerciſe of like Graces, in doing and ſuffering the Will 
of Gop. 


This is what the infpired Author of this Epiſtle, from 


a Regard to the Honour of CarisT, and Love to 
| Souls, here exhorts the Hebrews to. And ſuch divine 


Counſel, it becomes the Miniſters of Cur1sT, with a 
ke Spirit and Deſign, to explain and urge: And more 


eſpecially when they have ſuch freſh Examples, which 


they may with great Reaſon and JOS: 1 recommend to 


the Imitation * Survivors. 


In the Words we have a Direction to a very com- | | 
prehenſive Duty, carrying in them alſo a ſtrong and = 


powerful Argument to the Performance. 
1. The Duty directed to, or the Counſet which the 


3 Apoſtle giwes them IS, to be Followers of them that 


were good and holy, in their Faith and Patience; im- 
If plying alſo other chriſtian Graces, and Vertues which 


I muſt needs accompany theſe. And his Caution antece- | 
dent to this, — That ye be not flotbful —. If they 
I ſhould indulge themſelves in Eafe and Sloth, this would 


be utterly inconſiſtent with the Practice of thoſe, whoſe 
Example he recommends. For ſuch as obtained the 


; | Prize were wont to bo firive, and * diligent and in 2 


neſt, laying aſide every Weight, and running with Pa- 
tience the Race ſet before them. 


2. The Argument urging ſuch Imitation is, That 


they now inherited the Promiſes. They believed them 
before and embraced them and were now gone to poſ- 


bees them; or to partake of the great Bleſſings con- 
tained or exhibited in them: They are gone to the 


heavenly World, the Manſions of Glory prepared for 
them. 
defiled ind incorruptible Inheritance, muſt have the 
| like Graces implanted in their Hearts, and follow them 
in the ſame Way of Faith and Patience. And thoſe 


that do fo, ſhall overtake them in the End, and be 


Partakers of the ſame Bleſſedneſs. 
The Apoſtle here teaches us two great Leſſons, the 
one doctrinal, the other practical. 


I. That there are ſome, who thro F aith and Paticnce 1 | | 


inherit the Promiſes. 


II. That it 7s the great Duty of Chriſtians to follow 04 
the excellent Pattern of ſuch as have gone before 
them in the Way of Faith and Holineſs, to partake {| \ 
F the Bleſſings - the Promiſes. And this may. be 

_ conſidered as the principle Improvement of the 11 


other. 
In diſcourſing of the former; 


1. I would conſider the Frome ſets which the Apoſtle 7 1 


refers to. 

2. Of the Nature of theſe Graces mentioned; r 
What we may underſtand as comprized i in theſe 
Words, Faith and Patience. 


1. To conſider. what we are to underſtand by be 


Promiſes which ſome are gone to poſſeſs or inberit.— 
And hereby, doubtleſs, are meant the Bleſſings exhibited 
to us in the Promiſes of the facred Scriptures, or 
the Declarations therein given us concerning the hea- 
venly World, the Happineſs which the Souls_of the 
Godly are receiv*d unto immediately after Death, and 
which their Souls and Bodies conjunctiy, ſhall poſſeſs 
after 
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Thoſe who expect to poſſeſs the ſame un- 
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= 7 Funeral SERMON, 


| of this Happineſs we have very great and marvellous 


| Diſcoveries given us in the Goſpel, wherein immortal 
| Life is more clearly, than in former Ages, bro't to 


Light. 


The great Good which Gop hath promiſed is ſome- 


| times expreſs*d in Ser ipture, by Lifl e, AS including all 
Good, and in Oppoſition to that Death, or Miſery, 


which Sinners are liable to ſuffer; and as commenſurate 


to the Duration of the Soul, it is immortal, or ever- 
laſting. As, 1 Joh. 2. 25. This is the Promiſe which 
he hath 2 us, Everlaſting Life. And Rom. 6. 22. 


The Gift of God is eternal Life, thro Feſus Chriſt 
our Lord. —And à Crown of Life, which Gop hath 


promiſed to them that love Him, Jam. 1. 12. 
A Crown of Righteouſneſs, and of Glory 1. T 


Sometimes it is repreſented under the Character of a 


Enduring Subſtance, — Fulneſs of Joys in GOD's Pre- 
ſence, and Pleaſures for evermore ! e 


| 
| 
| 
| Enjoyments there; — and their Felicity it ſelf, or the 


| contained in the Promiſes. 


| after the Reſurrettion and final Judgment. And 


| Kingdom *.,— a better Country even an heavenly —. KA 
rich and glorious Inheritance. Eph. 1. 18. The Riches 
of the Glory of his Inheritance in the Saints —. A ſplen- 
| did City, |— a delightful Paradiſe, — Manſions prepa- | 
red for the Favourites of Gop, — (Job. 14. 1, 2.) 


| the - 
| fenth 
| of th 
| and 


The various Declarations and Promiſes of the Goſ- * 


pel relating hereunto, repreſent to us, — the Place of | 
the Reſt or Happineſs of the Saints ; — as alfo their 


Perfection of their Natures.— And under theſe Heads 
may be comprized the great and ineſtimable Bleſſings 


1. The Zleſſed Place it ſelf promiſed to the Saints: 
And that is Heaven, with all the Glories of it. Call'd, 
A. Inheritance incorruptible, wndefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reſerved in the Heavens, 1 Pet. 1. , And, --- 
Col. 1. 12. — The Inheritance of the Saints in Light! 


+ Prev. 4 9. Lats a2, 29. Marth 23. 36. J Hef 11-10: 
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Becauſe Heaven is a Place of the oreateſt Laftre and 
| Splendor. — 'Tho* the Bodies of the Godly, even as 
| others, are carried to the gloomy, dark Grave, yet 


their Souls paſs into glorious Light, where they need 
| not the Light of the Sun nor Moon; for the Lamb, 


| the Lord Jesus, 7s the Light thereof. 


| Bleſſed be Gop, we are delivered from the Ignorance 5 
and vain Whimſies of the Heathen, about a future State; 
| ſome of whom have queſtion*d the Immortality of the 
| Soul, and ſuppos'd that it was annihilated ; and others 
| that they were after their Separation, put into other 
Baches, either of Beaſts or of Mankind, according as 


| had been their Diſpoſition or Behaviour here. And 
| forme, who have had the ſuperiour Light of the Goſpel, 


| have imagined, that the Soul remains as in a Swoon, 


et dormant State of Inafivity with the Body. 
| But the Scriptures of Truth, plainly eno' aſſure us, 
that tho' the Body returns ts Duſt, yet the Spirit re- 


| turns to GOD that gave it, Eccl. 12. 7. And tho? 


the Souls of unrenewed and unpardoned Sinners are pre- 


| fently doom'd to Darkneſs and Miſery ; yet the Souls 
| of the Godly are receiv'd into the Arms of Mercy, 


and are convoy'd by holy Angels into a bleſſed Place. 
As our Lord teaches us Luk. 16. 22. — And was 
carried by Angels into Abraham's Boſom: Which was 
| 2 Phraſe, with the Jes, er e Reſt and Felicity. 
| And he faith to the Penitent on the Croſs, Luk. 23. 43. 
| This Day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe. 

| Tho? they are uncloathed or diveſted of their Body, 
| they are preſently clothed after another manner, and 


Death, the Saints receive the End c. ? thei Faith, the 


lately bleſſed as they reſt from their Labours and their 
Works follow them, (Rev. 14. 17. 9 — At the great 
Day, there [ſhall be an Addition to their Felicity, wien 
weir Bodies ſhall be raiſed to immortal Life, and ſhall 
leſaſbioned like unto CHR is 's glorious Bech. Then Gal 
B © 
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reed unto heir Houſe in Heaven, 2 Cor: 6:4. At: 


Salvation of their Souls, 1 Pet, 1. 9. They are imme- 
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10 A Funeral SERMON, 


the Righteous ſhine as the Sun in the Kingdom of thei Fa: 
ber, (Matth. 13. 43. Dan. 12. 3.) 

Heaven is a Hatitation fitted and prepared by the 
great and moſt bountiful Gop, for his dear Children 
there are Manſions ( eno? for them all) prepar'd, with th 


Art and Skill of the divine Archizef, the Maker of all 


Things, whoſe Underſtanding is infinite. The Houſes and 
Palaces of Men are, fome ot them, curious and clegant, 


and exceeding magnificent (as was the Temple of Selonun 
but how inferiour are all ſublunary Things, to the ſplendid 


Preparations which Gop hath made for the Honour of 


of nis dear Sen, and for his reacemed Children whom He 


delights to honour ? 


Gur Saviour calls it Paradiſe, Luk. 23. 43: and the 


| Apoſtle, (2 Cor. 12. 4.) in alluſion (probably) to the 
| Garden of Eden, the earthly Paradiſe; which was un. 


doubtedly, the moſt pleaſant Place upon Earth; wherein 


| was every Tree pleaſant to the Sight and good for Fund, „ 
| and full of beautiful Flours, and delightful Se Al 


this but a faint Reſemblance, of che ſuperiour Delicacics 


Excellence that no Tempter ſhall enter there. 
It is the Throne of GOD.— Ifa. 66. 1. 


ſcription we have given us, of the new Feruſalem, Rev. 


21. 10, — 23. we are to be led eſpecially to the ſpiritual] 
and divine Beauties and Glories of Heaven: And to be 


ſenſible that all the Beauties and Riches of this World are 
but a taint Reſemblance of Heaven : 


on Earth magnificent eno? fully to ſet forth the Glories a 
| 


of t/ 


Which hath alſo this great 


Thus faith the | 
Lor$$, Heaven is my Throne. — What a royal, rich and 
magnificent Seat was the T hrone of Solomon ? ( 1 Kings} 
10. 18, —20. ) Surely the Throne of the moſt high, who| 
is the King of Kings and Lord of Lerds, muſt far excced 

all earthly Glory and Grandeur! The Seat which he bath 
built for Himſelf, by the Might of his Pozver, and for tie 
Honour of His Majeſty ! The Saints too will have ther 
T brones, and will appear in ſhining Luſtre and Mejeſiy ;| 
and partake of ſo much Honour and Glory as is meet for 

their exalted State, Rev. 3. 21.— By all the elegant De. 


That there is nothing 


| hake 
| holy 


Th 
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It is a a rich Tuberitance for the Saints. How great their 
| Hope of what is laid up for them in Heaven? Col. 1. 3. 
| An enduring Subſtance, ( Heb. 10. 34.) great Riches, 

Riches of Glory : 2 

And it is the eternal Inberitance of the Saints. — As ſor 
earthlyEnjoyments they periſh. The ſtatelieſt Houſes and 

7 ſumptuous Palaces, in Time, moulder to the Duſt, 
if not deſtroy'd by Easthquates, or other Caſualties. _ 
But this Building of Gop, is ſaid to have Foundations, 
{ Heb. 11. 10.) meaning ſuch as ſhall never be mov'd or 
| ſhaken. This H/ City, which God hath prepared for tus 
| holy ones, is eternal in the Heavens, 2 Cor, 5. 1, 
| This is ſome ſhort Account of the glorious Properties 
| of the Place of Happineſs, Promiſed to the Saints. 

2. As to their Enjoyment in Heaven, it is of the high- 
et Good :— Gop himſelf, the Fountain of all Bleſſedneſs. 
And CHRIST the Mediator, the Way unto the Father, $44 
and by and thro* whom, he will eternally communicate of 
lis infinite Fullneſs unto his People. And they ſhall have 

the bliſsfull Society of Angels and Fellow-Saints. —_ 

(1.) The Saints ſhall ſee and enjoy GOD :— Shall be 
mitted into his gracious Preſence, and behold his Glory. 
-o will ſentence the Wicked to depart from Him! 
Their Souls will be ſent into Darkneſs —. But he will re- 
ceive the Spirits of the Godly to himfelf ; and they ſhall 
wwell in his Preſence. Plal, 3 hou ſhalt guide me 
h Counſel, and afterward receive me to Glory, Gor 
himſelf has promiſed to be their Portion. This is the great 
eſſing of the Covenant, comprehending all other, that 
er He will be Their GOD. (Gen. 17. 7.) This is the ſupream 

Wh 012d, which they have choſen and depend upon. (P/.48.14.) 
The Happineſs of the Godly is expreſs*d by this Phraſe, 


Ne ad this is his Promiſe, Rev. 22. 4, T hey ſhall ſee his Face, 
„nd that of our Saviour, Mat. 5. 8. Bleſſed are the pure 
wy F/ Heart, for they ſhall ſee GOD. on this muſt be under- 
be tood not of any bodily V. Mon, but intellemtual, The di- 
ky "ne Eſſence is incorporeal, inviſible. But the Under- 
ing 


landing ſhall be rectified and enlarged to take in niche 
q Lonceptions of Gop. 


11 
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They ſhall dion and know clearly all the glorious A.. 
tributes of Gov. Here, their Underſtanding was weak 
| and imperfect : Here they ſee thro” a Glaſs darth, but 
| there Face to Face, (2 Cor. 13. 12.) Not that they can 
poſſibly comprehend what is igfinite: But their Knowledge 
| will ever be growing —. But whatever Difficulties they 
had about the Juſtice of Gor, in the dark Appearances 
of his Providence; or of his Mercy, or Truth Faithful. 
eſs, under the Afflictions and Sufferings of his People; 
they ſhall be perfectly ſatisfyed. 
no more Doubt or Scruple as to the particular Love of 
GOD to them. His receiving them into that gloricus 
Place, will be a ſufficient Anſwer to all their Difficulties, 
and ſcatter all their Fears; and He will ſhed abroad his 


Love into their Hearts, and then mall * fully know 


their own Love to Him. 

They ſhall clearly diſcern, that Gop i Is moſt worthy of 
ride higheſt Honour, Love and Praiſe. They are convin- 
| ced of this, here: But they will have much more clear, 
enlarged and honourable Conceptions of Him, ( Rev. g. 


12, 13.) They will ſee and love as the Angels do. Te 
Sight or Knowledge of Gop which Moſes himſelf was fi. 


KS voured with, was bur as the Knowledge one has of a Man 
| by his Back-parts, without ſceing his Face. In this State 


of Mortality it would be over-bearing to Nature to ſe WW 
20. And he 
aid, T bo canſt not ſee my Face, for there ſhall no Man ſe 


God as the Saints do in Heaven. Exod. 33. 


ne, "and live. But in Heaven there will be a beatifick 


Viſion, as the holy Angels do always behold the Face | 
ſee his divine Perfections 


Gop, Mat. 18. 10. i. e. They 
and Glory, ſo ſhall the Saints. 
And they ſhall ſce Gop as 7beir own : 
and Portion. This will will be their higheſt Satisfaction 
and Felicity. ( Pſal. 16.5,6. — 48. 14.) "They ſhall know 
that he will be heir GOD forever. What unſpeakable 
Conſolation will they have, that at! his Perfections are 
theirs, and engaged for them? They'l be fully ſenſible 
of the marvellous Diſplays of his Power and Mercy in de- 


livering them from a State of Sin and Miſery, in Prepare 
k P 


And they ſhall have | 


Their Father 


— —— 
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them for, and bringing them to that bleſſed Place. They'l 


know. that his Power and Grace and Truth are everlaſt= | | | 


ing, and will aſſure their Continuance in that happy State: 


— That his Miſdom is their's, and how glorious it hath 


been, in accompliſhing the Work of Redemption, to the | | 
Praiſe. and Honour of all bis Perfections; and in preparing 


thoſe glorious Manſions for their Bleſſedneſs. 


Reward: And that they ſhall enjoy him thro eternal Ages! 
(2.) They ſhall be with CHRIST to benola bis Glory. 


| This is the Will of CarisT, expreſs'd concerning his 
' Diſciples, and all who ſhould believe thro' their Word, 
| in that gracious Interceſſion for them, Joh, 17. 24. 
| Father, Iwill that they alſo whom thou haſt given me, be | 
| with me where T am ;, that they may behold my Glory, —' | |} 


What ſweeter Word have we in the Bible? And this car- 
ries in it the Force of a Promiſe : And will ſurely be ful- 


filled to all that are CHRIS T's. And accordingly, this the 


Godly expect at Death. Phil. 1. 23. --Having a Deſire to 


depart, and to be with Chriſt, which is far better. It is 


in and thro' CHRIS, that the Saints come to enjoy Gop 
as theirs. Tho' his Mediation of Acquiſition and Rule will 
ceaſe, when he ſhall deliver up the Kingdom unto the Fa- 
ther, yet as a Mediator of Fruition he ſhall abide for ever. 

And how great will be 7e Conſolation of his redeemed 


Ones, that they ſhall be with hint]! This is one End of ||| 


his Incarnation, that the Saints might be for ever happy, 
in beholding the divine Glory ſhining forth in him, 
Then they ſhall know the Glory of his Perſon. Having 


ned with, united in one wonderful Perſon 1 
They ſhall ſee the glorious Dignity and Honour that he 


is advanced unto : That Gor has crown®d him with Ho- 


our and Glory, and ſet him at his own right Hand, (Hes. 
2.9.) and that Angels and Principalities and Powers are 


"ode ſubject unto kim, — ( Eph. 1, 20, 21.) 


O what inconceivable Felicity! when they ſhall ſee all |} 
the glorious Perfections of Gop as their own : and know |} 
thet hathHe given himſelf to them, as their exceeaing great 


| all the Perfections of Gop, and the human Nature, with | | 
all the Excellencies that it is poſſibly capable to be ador- |} 
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| ſence be? 


W (Luke 20. 36.) 
W ſhall be /ike the Angels. 
WW pany for them. And thoſe holy Spirits, who by the Di- 
rection of CuRIsr, their and our LorD, have been m- 
niſtring Spirits unto them, in this Life, and done many 
kind Offices for them, will doubtleſs, impart many en- 
tertaining and delightful Things to them. 
When their Souls depart out of their Bodies, they go 
to be Companions with them, and other happy Spirits, even 
of che x Juſt made perfect, Heb. 12. 23, And at the Re. 
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And what a wonderful Satisfaction will it be to them, 


to know the Wiſdom and Holineſs of his Adminiſtration, 
in the Kingdom of Providence and of Grace? That a Spi- 
rit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding reſt upon him, a Spirit 


of Counſel and Might, &c : ( Iſa. 11. 2,—5. ) That he 


| doth all Things righteouſly and in conſummate Wiſdom. 
| How raviſhing will their Admiſſion into his glorious Pre- 
When he ſhall ſay unto them, Well done good 

| and faithful Servant, enter thou into the Joy of thy T3 l 
When he ſhall ſmile upon them and receive them, as his 
ranſomed Ones, whom he has purchaſed with his Bld. 
| How delightful, when they ſhall know that he loved then 
and gave himſelf for them ?— When they ſhall have near 
| Acceſs to him; — With what Exultations of Foy, will 
they praiſe and adore him, for his marvellous Love, and 
| for the great Things which he has done for them? And 
being admitted into his Preſence, ſhall have intimate and 
| uninterrupted Communion with him ; while they hear the 
| gracious and wondrous Words that proceed from his Lips, 
j and their Souls eccho in Returns of Love and Praiſe. And 
| this ſhall be their everlaſting Enjoyment. 
| Affurance, 1 Theſ. 4 


As we have that 
17. S0 o ſhall we ever be with the Lord. 
The Words of SIE Man, I may well mention here: 


Heaven would not be ſo familiar, or lo {weet to my Tho'ts, 
W © if it were not that our glorifyed Lord is there, in whoſe | 
Love and Glory we muſt live for ever 1 
W ( 2.) They ſhall enjoy the happy Sole of holy Angel | 
and fellow-Sarnts. | 


This I muſt but juſt mention, to have 
Room ſor what I have to offer. Our Lord teaches us 
That the Cl i'dren of the Reſurrection 
They ſhall therefore be fit Com- 


ſurrecti 
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furrection of the Juſt, when CuR Is ſhall come to receive 
all his redeemed Ones to Himſelf, according to his gracious 
Word, Joh. 14. 1, 2, when their Bodies ſhall be faſhioned 
like unto his own glorious Body, — being acquitted and ac- 
knowledged by hun, before the whole World ; they ſhall 
(after the Day of Judgment is finiſhed ) all aſcend with 
him in Triumph, with Songs and everlaſting Joy, to 77- 
berit the Kingdom prepared for them, from the Foundation 
of the World , (Mat. 25. 34.) They will be an innume- || 
rable Company, and employed, probably, in a great Variety _ 
of delightful Services for the honour of their Log, in per- 
| fect Harmony and Love, to their mutual and Ewert 
| Pleaſure and Joy, P/al. 16. lt, 
The Promiſes ſhew us their Felicity, as it relates. to 
the Perfection of their Natures, in Knowledge ond Holineſs. 
Men's Ignorance and the Weakneſs of their Minds is now ! 
their great Unhappineſs. | This Miſery will be removed as 
to the Saints in the heavenly State. Thus we are taugt 
1 Cor. 13. 12. Now we ſee, thro? a Glaſs darkly, but then 
Face 10 Face: Now I know, in part, but then ſhall T know 
even as alſo I am known. This is implied in the preceed- 
ing Heads, their Enjoyment of GOD and CHRIST. With 
thee is the Fountain of Life; in thy Light ſhall we ſee 
Light, Pſal. 36. 9. In this Licht or Knowledge they 
have the F oundation of all happitying Knowledge. 1 
And they ſhall fee innumerable Inſtances of the Power 
and Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God in bis Works. And fee 
into the Neaſon and Nature of Things, which here they 
underſtood but little of. All the Difficulties and hard / 
Chapters in Providence which puzzled and perplexcd their 
Minds ſhall be unfolded to them. = 
They ſhall alſo underſtand the Scriptures ; the great 
and wondrous Things, which they had but imperfect Con- 
ceptions of here; and ſhall be deliver'd from all Errors 
and Miſtakes about them. And have raiſed Tho'ts of 
the divine Glories exhibited in them; the Viſdom, Holi- 
neſs, Fuſtice and Truth and Grace of God ; and eſpe- 
NE in the myſterious & wonderful Work of our Re- 
(emption : They ſhall ſee how a the divine Attributes 
harmomze 
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A ont e and that Gop has l toward; 
%s in all Wiſdom and Prudence. 

And this Knowledge will be accompanied with perfect 
EKectitude and Holineſs. As they ſhall be perfectly deliver'd 
from the Miſery of Ignorance and Errour, and all the 
Pains of Uncertainty and Doubting, and all Temptation; 
ariſing from thence ; fo they ſhall be freed from all faulty 
Imperfection, all Irregularity in their}/ills ana AﬀeZinns 


Their intellectual Viſion of Gop, will therefore be bea. 
| Zifical, becauſe it will transform them into the divine Like. 


neſs : The Image of Gop will be perfectly formed in them, 
and all Sin be expell'd at once. 
CHRIST as he is, they ſpall be lite him, 1 Joh. 3 

This is the Perfection of the reaſonable Nats re, when 
p every Faculty of the Soul is fitted to anſwer the higheſt 
End, and enjoys the moſt perſe&t Good. This, as it wil 
| be to the great Honour of Gop ; as his Pe fections, his 
Power, his Wiſdom, his redeeming Love & Grace will be 
Exalted in the Saints, and they will be prepared to give him 
the higheſt Honour; ſo this will be the higheſt S4 ifaBtion 
to themſelves. Pſal. 17. 15. — 1 ſhall bebcli thy Fece in 


Rigbteouſneſs ; I ſhall be ſatisfied, when Jace with thy | 
Their Love and Deſire centring in Hirn, whois 


{ikeneſs. 
conſummate & everlaſting Good, will be perfectly at Ref 
and in the higheſt Satisfaction and Delight, knowing that 
they ſhall enjoy this, without Intermiſſion or End. "Pha 
16. 11.— In thy Preſerce is Fulneſs of Ty, it 2h y right 
Hand are Pleaſures forevermcre. e 


2.1 RY to conſider the Nature of theſe Craces men- 
tioned by the Apoſtle : or what we are to underſtand 2 
comprized in theſe Words, Faith and Patience. 

And doubtleſs, Theſe are deſigned as expreſſive of the 
great Duty of Chriſtians in common. And to comprebend 
under them, all the other Graces which we ſhould exter- 
ciſe, both in the active and paſſive Life ; in doing and 
ſuffering the Will of Gop. Particularly, 

1. FAlT His the Grace, here firſt mentioned , Which Chri- 


ſtians muſt have and dcily exerciſe.— And it is often men. 
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tioned, md greatly inſiſted on in the Goſpel, as of the firſt 

| Order and Neceſſity, and without which it is impefſible to 

| plecſe GOD. And it mult lie in the Foundation of all o- 

| thers, and doth, in ſome Senſe, comprize them all: for 
| they are truly, radically, rn, divine & heavenly Prin- 

| 5 vis. The ſpiritual Knowledge of GOD in CHRIST. 
such a Knowledge and Belief of the Being and glorious 
Perfections of God, as he hath revealed himſelf in his holy 
Mord, and of CuRISsT the Mediator, his Doctrines and 
| Laws, as has (thro' the Influence of the Holy Spirit,) a 
| ransforming Power upon the Soul; (2 Cor. 13. 8.) furn- 
irg from Darkneſs unto Light, and from the Power of +. 

; Lon unto GOD. | 
| He that commanded the Lixbe to ſhine out of Darkneſs 25 
| ( in the firſt Creation) now ſhining into their Hearts, gives 

| them the Light of the Knowledge of his Glory in the Face, 
(or Perſon ) of unter (2 Cor. 4. 6.) that being con- 
vinced of the divine Original and Authority of the ard 
| Scriptures, and receiving the Word not as the Word » | 
Man, but ( as it is in Truth ) the Mord of G OD, 

| works eſfectually in them, 1 Thel. 2. Tz. 

„They being firſt convinced of their $:nfulneſs and Guilt, 

ß and that they are expos'd to the awful T breatnings & Cur- 
L's of the divine Law; are Heavy laden with Sin, made wil- 
1 ing to renounce it, and are diſpos'd to hearken to the 

1 fers of Pardon and Salvation thro? a Redeemer. 

| And being convinced alſo of the Sufficiency and Per- 
fection of his Righteo:ſneſs, active and pailive, as Our great 
e Prieſt, who has pe ertectly obey'd the Law for us, 
nd ſuffered, the Fuſt for the Un Juſt, that be might bring 
Is % GOD ; They now truſt in it, for Pardon, and eter- 


” Wi Life. Having alſo a Behet of the Freeneſs and Riches of 
e op's Mercy, and of his Truth and Feithfulaeſs, in the - iff 
* acious Offers, and precious Promiſes of the Goſpel; now l 
ey receive them as Zea and Amen; in CirAsT, as certain || 
n WW infallible. And they fubmit alſo to his Teaching and [ 
overnment as their intallible Prophet and righteous Ru- - 
and Rg. 14 
en- And this Faith is accompanied with Love, to Gop and © ⁶ 


C CHRIST 
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CurtsT and fellow-Chriſtians.— When they ſee his elori- Soul 
ous Excellencies as Mediator, and his marvellous Love in vell. 
dying for Sinners; that in Him all Fulneſs dwells, that and 
he is the great Purchaſer and Diſpenſer of all ſpiritual Blef- W wid 
ings ; now their Hearts are drawn to him, and he is pre. ful 8 
cicus in their Eſteem, and they can part <wvith all ft . V 
him, (I Pet. 2. 7. Mat. 13. 45, 46. Gal. 5. 6.) all c 
And this is the Ground of evangelical Repentance. Now ons 

they mourn for Sin, a1:4 hate it as it is againſt the Per. Acce 
fellions and Authority of Gop, and the Grace and Lore A 

of a glorious Redeemer. [bet 
Thus the Soul is bow'd to Obedience to the divine Can. | nfo 
mands the Contrariety which there is in Men, naturally, WW cont 

| thercunto is ſubdued, and it becomes inclined to do tie fron 
Things that pleaſe Gop, from a Senſe of the Exccllency won 
of them. Pſal. 110, 3. 1-700. 5.3. and 
Hence Faith hath this: great Effect aſcrib'd unto it, or e 


Gov works this divine Effect in Chriftians by it Acts 15 
9.) — Purifying their Hearts by Faith. As allo, Victory 
| Th the World, or Temptations from ſenſible Things, 
(1 570. 5. 3.) and quenchinz the fiery Darts of the Wicked, 
Ss (Eph. 6. 16.); as it ſets home upon the Heart, the great 
Ooligations we are under unto Gop our Maker and I 


| and a es all the Arguments of the Goſpel to Holineſs, {119 
gas it ſets the Example of Cir 15T before the Mind, as molt lion 
Wm worthy of Imitation; and gives a realizing View of the hav. 
WO £707:0u5 Rewards of the heavenly World. Nee 

This is the Life which Chriſtians ought to live. As the ! 
Apoſtle expreſſes concerning himſelf, Gal. 2.20.—T be Tf a : 
Feli 


hic h Ilive in the Fleſh, I Jive by the Faith of the Son of Gd. 
WH —Tho' he lived inthe Fleſh, he did not live after the Elb; WM > 
but by Faith in ChHRIS, and © eſpecially as eying the Won. 
ders of his Love in giving himſelf for him. And hence 
Cnr1sT is ſaid, to dwell in our Hearts by Faith, Eph. 3.1) f 
. e. as the great Object of the Believer's Tho? ts, Appl. Prot 

cation and Improvement. As a Friend is ſaid to dwell 1 
in our Hearts, whom we continually love and think of. 
All our Strength, and Peace and Comfort is to be fetch d 2 


from CHRIST) or deriv'd to us, thro? his Mediation. or 
Souls 
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| Souls ſhould daily feed upon him. His IJncarnation, mar- 
vellous Love in ſhedding his Blood for us, his Reſurrection, 
and glorious Exaltation, and the ineſtimable Bleſſings 

| which he hath purchaſed for us, — ſhould be the delight- 
fal Subjects of our frequent Meditation! | 
| We are to look for Reconciliation with Gon, Pardon of 
all our Sins, Acceptance with him, and the Commurniicati- 
ons of his Spirit, only thro' CrR1sT ;— In whom we have 

| Acceſs, by one Spirit unto the Father, Eph. 2. 18. 

All our Communion with God, in religious Duties, muſt 
be thro' CHRIST : Under the Apprehenfions of the Great 
veſe and Majeſty and Holineſs of Gop, and that we are 
| contemptible Worms; we mult fetch our Encouragement 
| from CHRIST, to approach unto him : He having, m his 
| wonderful Condeſcention and Love, taken our Natufe, 
and Þro't in an everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and appears in 
| the Preſence of GOD for us. And ſounder a Senſe of our 
| renzwed Sins, our Wants, 7 emptations and Dangers, Sor+ 
| r0ws and Burdens, our Recourſe mult be unto Him, who 
| knows how to pity us, and is able to help us, caſting all 
| WH cr Cares upon Him, who coreth for us; — who himſelf 
t boning ſuffered being tempted, :s able to fuccour them that 
, are tempted, Hed. 2.17, 18. We ſhould commit the keep» 
| ins of our Sonls unto bim, in well-doing, with full Perſwa- 
+ fon that he is able to keep them unto the great Day. And 
e eving ſuch an high Prieſt over the Houſe of GOD, ſhould | 
rare near with a true Heart, and full Aut ance of Faith, | 
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e —Hleb. 10. 19, 21, 22. 

„And under the awful T Ye of Death, what wonderful 
1 Kelief doth Faith give us? That Jxsus CHRIST died for 

„ b, and is riſen again, and is gone to Heaven, as our Fore- 


\- W wr 2 Who hath deſtroyed Death, and him that had the 
ce Power of it: —Who lives forever to make Interceſſion for 
7 us ; and hath the Keys of Hades and of Death: And hath 
1 promiſed that thoſe who faithfully ſerve him, ſpall be where 
i! eek Sz and becauſe he lives, they ſhall live alſo, ( Jah. 12. 
f. 20, — 14. 1 

d 2. © +3 Np is another Grace, which Chriſtians muſt 
ur brei in this State of Trial —— This includes a humble. 
= aniet 
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quiet heating the Affiidtions, which Gop is pleasd to bs 
upon us,— without any murmuring or freting, any Di. 
content, any hard or unbecoming Thor's of Go: Tha 
we be fill, and know that he is GOD, (Pfal. 46. 10. 
Where there is true chriſtian Patience, there muſt be Faith, 
and right Tho'ts of Gop. We mult reahze his Govern- 
ment, and diſpoſing Providence; a Providence in the Hands 
of the great Mediator: That Afflictions & Troubles do is: 
ſpring out of the Duſt, but are of his ordering: And that 
he hath a Right to diſpoſe of us, and all that we have, 25 
rt pleaſeth him: And that he doeh all T hings well. 

This includes Seif-deria;, a Willingneſs to part with a! 
that Gop calls for: And Subimiſſion and Reſignation to his 
Will; faying, 7: is the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth hin 
bs Good. And after the Example of CHRIST our Lord, 
with afilial Reverence; — O my Father, if this Cup may 
wot prſs from me, except I brink: it, thy Mill be done, Mat 
20. 42. This divine Grace, Chrit ians have need of, 
that after they have done and ſuffer d the Will of GOD 
they may receive the Promiſ: 5 125 10.26. — And they 
need V iſdom to this End, and ſhould H it of GOD ;— 
That they may rightly conſider; that Afflictions are for 
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the rial of their Faith, and this Trial deſigned to wert V 


Patience, and that it ſhould have it's perfecl Work (Jam. 
1. 3, 4.) that hereby they may give Glory to Gov, a0. 
knowledging his Sovereionty and Right, his Rate and Do- 
minion, his Righteouſneſs in taking away, as well as Merc 
in giving !—— Knewing that Tribulation worreth Patience, 
ang Patience Experience, and Experience Hope, that mafelb 
not aſhamed, becauſe the Loc e of GOD ts fed abroad in ou 
Hearts, by the Holy Gheſt which is grven unto us, Rom. g. 3,5. 

This Life is 5 only State, wherein Chriſtians can glo- 
rify Gop, in the Exerciſe of theſe Graces. For in the hea- 
venly W orld, their Faith and Hope are ſwallowed up in 
Viſion arp] F. Fruition: And they have no more occaſion for 
Patience, for all their Trials, Sufferings and Sorrows ſhall 
be for ever ended! For all thoſe Chriſtians who really 
have, and exerciſe theſe Graces, when their Life 1 is ended, 
their Spirits go to znherit the Promiſes ; or the 


great 
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| preat Bleſſings which have been before mentioned. 


in this Life, in the Graces of the Spirit: The Earneſt of 


thoſe T hings hoped fo. — But they nuſt die, before they 
can have the full Poſſeſſion: They muſt put off theſe earthly 
7 obernacles, and the'r Souls go to the World of Spirits. 

| That thus is the bleſſed Cond lition of Believers, or ſuch 


| ö as die in the Lonp, — That their Souls go to be with 
; WH Carrsrt, to be h 1 in = Love, and to be : made like him 


in perboct Holineſs, — is as certain as the Promiſes of 
boo are certain; 75 as {he who is Truth it {elf has aſſu- 
ed us, That they ſpall never periſh, nor ſpall any Plucs 


em out of bis Hand — Their Happineſs is as certain as 
„Heaven it elf ; and as the Truth and Paithfulneſs of 99 8 . 


nd the Purchaſe of the great Redeeiner, can malte it. 


t 

' I ſhall now make ſome Reflections | on what hath been 
) offered. 

7 i Us 1. From hence we may be led to admire the cvon- 


— cerful Goodneſs and 2 of Gon, that he hath provided 
oro great Happineſs, {cr cy of the ſinful Children of Adam ! 
„We may well make chat Exclamation, O how great is thy 
n. Cœodneſe, which thou hoſt laid up for them that fear thee, 
c- at 7r ft in thee ! Vial. 31. 19. Things which Eye had 


Man; nor had they ever entred into Be 4 cart to conceive 
ce, of them, if God had not : revented a them by His © Spirit And 
% ow, O how much are th: beyond the birkeft Aſcent of 
our Tho- ts, and Con ceptions ?—— ! Cer. e. O, IO. 


-; 2. How ſhould this moderate cur Gri jo, aud alleviate 
40- % Sorrows, of ſurviving Relatives aud TIriends, when 
ea- ſuch are taken from tiem, who are gene to inherit thePro- 
> in s. That we mourn not as thoſc teh ore vit heut Hope. 
for urn we may, but not orutheir Account, whoſe Death 
hall E their un/peakable Gain: But on our own Accoun nt, who 
ally Wc depriv'd of fo great Good, as was ſtored up in them, 
led, ad continually Rowing to us, thro? them. | 


lt would be ftoical and ſtupid, not to mourn, under ſuch 
a 


They have the initial neee of thoſe Bleſſings here 


| that Juberitance, ( Eph. 1. 14.) as Faith is the Subſtance of 


” — „ gy a> 
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F* waſting and heavy Stroke of Gov—! when depriv'd df 


One, on whom our outwardand ſpiritual Welfare, under 


1 Gop, much depended ! —But ſurely, we ſhould co rrect 


our ſelves, and as becometh thoſe who are taught out of 


Gop's Word, improve the Conſolations which he hath pro- 
vided for us; — which how great are they? _ 


Should we not bear to part with a dear Friend, for ſome 


Months or Years, being ſatisfied of their Safety, to go to 
take Poſſeſſion of a valuable earthly Inheritance ?2— But 


how much rather, when they go to poſleſs an heavenly, — | 


to be perfectly fate and happy ?— Should we not conſider 
our greatQ#ligations to God, in the many Bleſſings we had 
min them? and that He is the ſame everlaſting Good ? And 
ſay with him, who is ſet for our Example, Job 1. 21. he 


Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be the | 


Name of the Lord. Now we ſhould be concern'd to ho- 


nour Gop, by a humble, patient, reſigned Spirit and Be. 


| haviour : Remembring that we ourſelves muſt ſhortly put 
off theſe earthly Tabernacles. „„ 


3. How greatly ſhould we be all concern'd, that we 
may be of this happy Number, — Heirs of the Promiſes, | 
= What ſenſible Conviction have we, as well as from the | 
8 ſacred Oracles, that Here is nol the Placeof our Continuance? | 
How vain are the Hopes of any, that they ſhall abide % 
Here? And how preſumptuous are they, to depend upon | 
what they have no Command, nor Aſturance of? —— | 
How void of regular Self-love, and Care of their own Good, 
who take little Pains to provide for a blefſed Immortality. | 
Alas! How difficult is it, to bring Men to realize Death, | 
and the eternal World which they are paſſing into! V } 
what an evil Heart of Unbelief is there in many ? that the | 
awful T hreatnings of Gop, no more affect them with Fear 
and Concern, to get into a State of Peace with Gop ; who | 

is angry with the Ficked every Day, — and therefore to 
forſake their Sins, and flee for Refuge to the Hope ſet before | 


them! And that the great and alluring Promiſes of the 


Goſpel, no more move, and perſwade them, to the moſt eur. 


neſt Concern, that they may partake of thoſe heavenly and 
eterxalBleſſings ! —Eſpecially when the Way thereunto1s 1 
as . : good 
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good in it ſelſ, and fo plainly taught us in the ſacredScriptures: 


— And this is, in Sum, the Way of Faith and Patience: 


And to imitate thoſe who have gone before us, in that good 
Way, is to be next, briefly, conſidered, ; 


II. It is he great Duty of Chriſtians to be Fellewers | 
| of thoſe, who have gone before them in the Exerciſe | 


M Faith and Patience, to inherit the Promiſes. 
There are ſome who are got ſafe to Heaven. 
others deſire to go to that bleſſed Reft, they muſt go inthe 


ſame Way; the Way of Faith & holy Obedience & Patience. 


But theſe Graces & Vertues can't be exercis'd in Perſons 


Lives, unleſs they are firſt implanted in their Hearts. — 
Therefore as any expect that Felicity, they muſt obtain a 
lite precious Faith, and the Graces and Qualifications which 

accompany Salvation. — Fer without Faith it is impoſſible 
io pleaſe Gov. You can have no regular Approaches or 

Acceſs to him, if you do not believe his Being and Per- 
fections: And you can have no Acceptance with him, no 


Pardon, nor Title to Life, if you do not embrace ChrisT 
as cffered in the Goſpel. Therefore be in earneſt that you 
may attain this. And to this End, --fearch the Scriptures, 
and ſee how they teſtify of CHRIST --] and endeavour to 
ſee the Perfections of Gop, ſhining forth in chem. Lay 
your ſelves open to the Convictions and Teachings of the 
Holy Spirit. — Be ſenſible that Faith is the Gift of GoD.— 
And ſcek carneſtly to him to open the Eyes of your Un- 
. effectually to teach and draco your Hearts, 
Joh. 6. 435. 25 „ 

And having obtained Grace, it is every Chriſtians Buſi- 


neſs to exerciſe and improve it; and to walk in the good 
ay of Holineſs, that they may find Reſt unto their Soul5--. 


This is the Counſel and ExnoRTATION now to be preſs d 
upon you. 


It is obſerv*d, that Examples more move & excite than 


Precepts. It is a great Advantage to have Patterns lead- 
ing the Way, in the Obſervance of Commands: As in them 
Perſons ſee, that the Things directed to are practicable: 


The Leſſeus not too bard to be learn'd by others of their 


Qu 


As any 'l] 
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own make, nor the Duties too difficult to be done. — 


|  Gop has been pleas'd to give us many, on ſacred Rerord, h 
S whoſe Faith we are directed to follow, conſidering the End he 
of their Converſation—. And there have been many under d 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation, whom Gop hath graciouſly for- hu 
med for himſelf, to fbeo forth his Praiſe ; whoſe E xam- * 
Ples have been very worthy of Notice and Imitaticn. m. 
The Arguments urging to ſuch a Life, may be now M 
offered, under three Heads; ́r ene 

1. That it will be to the Honcur of GOD aud CHRIS, anc 

and very plegſing to Him, for Chriſtians to live ſuch 0 Life. 5 


It is to the Honour of CHRIST that he hath redecined them WI 
| from a vain Converſation in the IVorld, that they Hoca be bee⸗ 
Holy, (1 Pet. 1. 18.) And it is by his Holy Spirit, working 2.6. 
effectually by his Word, that they have been rercrved and MN abe 


devoted unto Gop, and are Followers of him as dear Chi. WR a 1 
dren :— That they have been influenced by the Promiſcs, WM Can 
to cleanſe themſelves from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, 2. 
and to endeavour to perfect Holineſs in the Fear of Gov. The 


| Hereby they adorn the Doctrine of GOD our Saviour. WY crcee 
And hereby they approve themſelves his Diſciples, and MW: 
evidence the Relation they ſtand in to him. For this great 
Reaſon, they ſhould ſo live; that they may grow up into 
Him in all T hings,oho is the Head,-even Cuxlsr,Eph. 4.15 


How pleaſing is it to Gop, to ſee the nage of his dear Son nch 
inſtamped on the Souls of his Piſciples? And to have them Loi ; 
in their Lives ſhewing forth his Virtues, his Praifes, who in, 
hath called them out of Darkneſs, into marvellous Light? {Wings b. 
It ſhews the Power of Chri/t*s Death, if Sin is mortified 1 in We! bein 
* his People, and the Power of his Reſurrection & tz, i | lim in 
* he lives in you. 2. c. If you live like him in Holineſ, aud hour o 


| ſeek thoſeThings that are above, where Chriſt is, Col. 3.1,2. 
2. The goodneſs of the Way, or the Excellency of the Liſe 
that the Godly live. They have their Converſation in 22 
ven: Phil. 2.20. Their Hearts and Treaſure there. Being 
— Juſtiſſed by Faith, and at Peace with GOD, thro our Lord 
i | lies Chriſt, they have Freedom from the diſtreſſing An- 
guiſhes of a condemning Conſcience under a Senſe of Guilt 


unpardoned.— — And chey have a gracious Communion 725 
- 700 
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Gov, in Ordinances and Pee — While they ive 


leve his powerful Preſence, ſuſtaining, upholding and or- 
dering all Things ; — they have Recourſe to him, with 


Wants outward and ſpiritual, their Fears & Dangers ; and 
may hope to find Grace to help them, in all their Times of 


ence poſſeſs thei Souls, while they have Hope towards Gop 
and that gracious Word to apply, (Rom.8.28.) All 7 hings 
ſhall work together for Good, to them that love GOD. 
While they have good Evidence of their Union to CHRIST, 
cauſe he hath given them of his Spirit, 1 Joh. 3. 24.— 
2.6. 
Inberitance in CHRIST their Lord and Saviour. — What 
ae all the Pleaſures of Senſe, compared withtheſe Things? 
Can there be any Life on Earth beſides, ſo eligible as this? 


-, WH crceeding preat and precious, — 2 Pet.1. 4. And they are 


d ndced fo, not only in regard of their glorious Author ; the 
at great Gop :— and the Purchaſe of them, the active and 
% bai Obedience of CyrisT the Son of Gop : Rut as to 


. de good Things promiſed, —/piritual & eternal Bleſſings; 


Evil ; and Participation of the greateſt Good. Think over 
gan, with a believing View, the great & wonderful Ble/- 
jngs beforementioned. And will not the Defires & Hopes 
af being with CHRIST, to bebold his Glory, and to be like 
lim in Holineſs, Knowledge & Love ; and to enjoy Gop as 


2. ern and Endeavour, to be Folie overs of theſe, who inherit: 
Liſe Nie ene. 

Ica- 8 1 85 | 
eing And now, my dear People, may 1 not. with great Rea- 
Lard Nen commend to your Imitation, the pious Pattern and 
An- Nrample of One, who hath liv'd among you, Five and 
Zult Hirty Years ; whoſe Spirit, the laſt Lerd's-Day Morning, 
with Nad it's Diſmiſſion from her earthiy Tobernacl?, and went 


Go ; 6 61 


y Faith, ſetting the Lord before them, —while they be- 
humble Confidence, i in the Name of CHRIST, under all their 


Need, Heb. 4.16. Under Afflictions, they may in Pati- | | 


And may lay hold on the Promiſes, as their ſure 


3. The great Good which they ſhall enjoy in the End. — 
The Bleſſings contained in the Promiſes. —Theſe are called 


ncluding Deliverance from the greateſt Evils, --- from 4 


jour own everlaſting Portion, excite your moſt earneſt Con- 
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( have good Reaſon to believe) to keep an everlaſting 
 Sadbatiſm, in the Kingdom of Heaven. Will not thoſe 
facred Paſſages countenance me? — A Woman that fear 
eth the Lord, ſhall be praiſed And (Prov. 3.28, 30.) Her | 
Children ariſe up & call her bleſſed : Her Hujoand alſo, and 

he praiſeth her. 

I hope I ſeriouſly conſider, in whoſe Preſ-nce I ſtand, 
and ſhall carefully avoid giving any undue Praiſe. And 

while I mention ſome of the many preiſe-worthy and memo. 
rable Things, which may be juſtly ſpoken of her; I truſt, 
my real Deſign and Deſire is, that Glory may redound to | 
God, the Giver of every good and perfect Gift; and t that | 
you, my dear Friends, who have a conſiderable Share: un | 
mourn with mes in the Loſs, may reap ſome ſpiritual 5. 
neſit. 
If might be able to bank up the fraelling Tide of Grief, 
ſo as to ſpeak with Decency, — I would fay, _ 
She was greatly favour'dof Gop, in her Birth and Edi. 
cation; being a Daughter of the late Reverend & Honour 
Mr. SoLOMON S'ODDARD, the excellent and pious Paſtor 
of the Church in Ner/bampton. Her Parents having de- 
voted her to Gop in her early Baptiſm ;, educated her in | 
the beſt manner: Having the good Inſtructions and Exam- | 
ple of a very pious prudlont Mother, as well as Father: 
Thro' the divine Influence accompanying theſe great Ad. 
vantages, ſhe had fach early [npreſſions made on her Mind, 
as were of laſting Benefit. — And while ſhe was Young, ö 
gave her ſelf unto the Lox, and to his People by the Will j 
of GOD *. And was careful to walk in 40 the Command. | 
ments and Ordinances of the Lord blameleſs. 

The Gop of all Mercy, having furniſh'dher for the Mar f 
riage- State, was pleas'd in his kind Providence, to bring 
her into ſuch Relation to me; to be a great Blelfing to 
me, and to my Houſe, and to this Town. i 
And how good was ſhe, in every Relation ſhe ſuſtained * 


— As a Wife, moſt faithful, kind and obliging, ſelf-deny- 


„ In the Year 1705, , and the next, ſhe liv'd in Byffon, and was 1d. 
mitted into the South. Cburcb, then under the Paſtoral Care of thole 
Men of God, the Rev. Mr. WLLakp and Mr. PEMBERTON: 

| ing; 


—— —— — —— . 


ing, providing every Thing ſuitable & becoming, | for Food 


ind Cloathing ; and as great a Bleſſing 1 in ſpiritual as in 


outward Regards. 


As a Mother, not only kindly and tenderly caring for the 
Bodies of her Children, but for their Souls. Teaching them 


not only Diligence and Diſcretion in all proper Buſineſs, but 
by her careful Inſtrudtion and Example to be Vertuous and 

Religious, to ſeek firſt the Kingdom of GO D.— Well-go- 
zerning them, and bringing them up in the Nurture and, | 


Admonition of the Lorp. 
As a Miſtreſs, exerciſing her Arbor with nk an 


uncommon and obliging Goodneſs, Genen Mildneſs 


and Diſcretion, as that the Love and R beck of all that have 
ſerved her, are Witneſſes for her. 


Her Prudence and (Economy, in the Conduct of all her i 
Houſhold Affairs, is not eaſily to be expreſs'd. — But this 
in ſhort, --- That herein ſhe was a worthy Pattern. to all 
Wives, who would do Good to their Huſbands, and not Evil, . 
all the Days of their Life. — The Heart of her Huſba nd : 
night ſafely Truſt in her, ſo that he ſhould have no fear of 


oil. Tho” always prudently careful, yet without Anxiety. 


Not in a Buftle or Hurry, but managing all her Affairs 


with an excellent Calmneſs, Steadineſs, and Eveneſs of Spi- 
it, Keeping every Perſon and Thing, as much as poſſi- 
ble, in their own Order, Place and Ba neſs. 


And remembring, That every T hing is beautiful i in it's 


leaſon ; --- She was early in her Buſineſs, and careful to 


ave the Prot Non 1 the Houſe, and every Thing as much | 


as might be, in it's Seaſon. 


She looked well ty the Ways of ber Houſbold, and never 
eat the Bread of Idleneſs. — Always hating Negligence, 


Careleſsneſs and Sloth.—She was indeed, an uncommon Ex- 


ample of Diligence; and conſidering her feeble Conſtituti- 
on, and State of Health, herein rather over-doing,—( But 


would ſay, that ſhe found Buſineſs and Action, more for 
her Health ; and had rather wear out, than ruſt out.) 
| — Yet her Moderation and government of her Affection 


to earthly Things, was known to all that were converſant 
vith her ; yea her great Mortification, and Indifference ta 
them. D 2 She 


o—_—— — ——_— ̃⁵ cc. ²˙ A — — — 
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as great an Enemy to all Intemperance and Senſuality. 
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She was ever friendly, ebliging and compaſſicnate ; and 
in ber Tongue was the Law of Kindneſs —ALover of Flof- 
Soar and ready to deny her ſelf, to oblige others. — 
She loved ſtrict Juſtice, Truth and Honeſty, hating all man- 
ner of Fraud & Deceit,—( hating to lie in Debr. )—And 


—— — 


Thoſe divine Directions and Characters, were ever re- 

membred, and copied in her Life,--Tit. 2. 4, 5.— That 
Women be ſober, diſcreet, chaſte, keepers at Home. — An 
Example of Meodeſty,— and as free from Pride (I believe) 
as moſt that live. Tho' ſhe loved Neatneſs and Decency, re 
yet chuſing modeſt Apparel, and much more regarding W / 
the inward adorning of the hidden Man of the Heart, the V 
Ornament of a meek and 5 Spirit, which is in he Sigh ee 


= of GOD of great Price. ©. : 
She was truly, the vertuous Womas heb Price was MY 
Þ far above Rubies.— And among the Daughters who have Wl 1 
done vertuouſly, ſhe was one that excell'd. per ow 


But her greateſt Excellence & Ornament was, her firic Ch 
Piety, Sincerity & Uprightneſs : Ever maintaining a Ter- — 
derneſs of Conſcience ;— As one that ſet the LoxD always MW 

Before her; — and in his Fear all the Day long. Fre- be, 

quently diſcovering her hatred of Sin, and how careful mig 

that her ſelf and others might ſun it. I believe, few have 
hved more inoffenſi vely. — Remembring and obſerving to 

W others, that the Word of Gop directs us, to abſtain from 

df all Appearance of Evil, 

Diligent as ſhe was, ſhe ſuffered not any worldly Cares 

or Buſineſs to hinder her ſteady Retirement, for the /ſecre! 

Duties of Religion: In which ſhe had, I doubt not, Cons 

nmnunion with GO D; and kept up the Life of Religion. — 
Was very careful alſo to ſanctiſy the Sabbath, and concern'd 
that Holy Time might not be incroach'd 8 8 by unneceſ- 
fary worldly Buſineſs. 
| = She Jared the Word and Houſe of GOD, and was an 

Example of ſteady Attendance upon the publick Morſbip: 
And was often there, when ſome others (I believe) under 
like bodily Indiſpoſitions and Pains, would have been on 
rac Beds. 5 
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che was alſo an Example of Patience under Pains and 
Weakneſſes of Body: — Scarce ever complaining ; but 
bearing with wonderful Stlence and Submiſſion. Never 
ſeeming to be in Diſtreſs, but for what was ſinful : Taking 
quietly and calmly any Loſs or Diſappointment in Provi- 
dence:— Rebuking others for any Impatience or Fretfulneſs. 
And in a Way of Duty, ſubmiſſively waiting upon GO D. 
She was watchful over Ber Heart and kept the Door of ber 


| ſpiritual Experiences, leſt ( as ſhe has ſaid to me ) her 
| Words ſhould expreſs any Thing that her Heart had not 
| really felt or perceiv d. nor gs og: 1 
| — After all that ſhe had done, what a I Eſteem had 
| ſhe, of her ſelf ? — Looking upon her ſelf as utterly un- 


own to depend upon; ſenſible ſhe muſt be beholden 2 


Fa Man think himſelf to be. ſomething when be is nothing, 
be deceiveth himſelf. And was greatly concerned that it 


godly Fealouſy over her ſelf ; and was from a Senſe ſhe had 
W of the weatre/s of human Underſtanding in the great Things 
of Gop, and of the Deceitfulneſs of the Heart, and the 
Danger of a Self-righteous Spirit; and conſidering the near 
ares Reſemblances of Grace in Hypocrites ; as alſo having a 
ecre! I deep Apprehenſion, what a dreadful Thing it would be, to 
Coir Wh ſs of the Enjoyment of CyrIsT! She was following after 
1. — od, tho? not expecting to be fed with the Sweets of A. 


ern'd ¶ france; but endeavouring that ihe might maintain a good 


eccl- ¶ Hope that maketh not aſbamed. 
She could call to Mind, that ſhe had been © ſometimes - 


ras an I favour'd, with refreſping Views of the Excellencies and 
ip: Glories of CHRIST; and had great Satisfaction in the 
under . Tho'ts of his Fulneſs and Sufficiency, and in committing 


her ſelf to Him : But found that ſhe could not com- 
mand ſuch Tho'ts, or have ſuch Views at her Pleaſure ; 
„„ „„ 


FE7·v.. da 


Lips; and ever diſlik'd to hear an unſuitable Word ſpoken. || 
Tho' ſhe was affable and free in Converſation, and lov d 
religious Diſcourſe ; yet ſometimes ſparing in ſpeaking of 


| worthy of any Thing from GOD ! having nothing of her i 


CHRIST, and meer Mercy for all Good that ſhe hoped for: 
And was fen mindful of thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, || 


might not be her own Caſe. This, I believe, I may call a 1 


30 A Funeral SERMOx. 


but ſometi mes renew' d: And was much in the Exerciſe of 
Self- Examination and Care for her Soul, leſt ſhe ſhould 
miſtake the Nature of ſaving Grace, or not truely know 
ber ton Heart. 


Hut yet could fay,— That ſhe prized Sun above 


all Things, and the Favour of G OD as better than Life. 
And look'd upon Sin as the greateſt Evil, and deſir'd to 
be perfectly deliver'd from it, — and to be like CHRIST in 
in Holineſs, as the greateſt Goed. - 
| The Lon grant that your Seats, and mine, may have 
ſuch Es videncca tor Heaven! 


Many gracious Werds have dropt from her Lips; and 


noi in her laſt Sickneſs, to her Children and others. Only 


a few, may be mentioned : —— Adviſing one and ano- 


ther — to nnd the beſt T binge, and not loſe their Hearts | 
in the Cares of the World —. To be greatly concern d tobe | 


S prepar'd for their laſt Change, not knowing when it uculd 
8 4e—. And another, Study your own Heart; Study the 
Holy Scriptures, and the Worth of Souls 


Speaking to another of her Children, ſhe aid. I under- 


ſtand, you have Comfort as to your ſpiritual State. — 


Bring tp your Children for GOD, — I is a great Charge, I 


I hope it has beer: my Care for you, to do it out of Regard 
to GOD, and for His Honour and G lory —. I wiſh you 
may all obtain the Crown ! — 80 live, as that you ma) 


come to Heaven at laſt —, then all Will be well ! --- there | 
will be no more Sorrow, nor Sin, — This has been ( ſaid | 


ſhe ) my conſtant Prayer for you, and not for my Children 


only, but alſo (of late eſpecially) for the Church of Cyr1sT, | 
that many may be flocking to him,as Doves to their Windows. | 
1 Speaking to her, of the great necd we ſhould have of her 
Aſſiſtance and Help ;--- ſhe ſaid, Set the Lok D always be- 


Ii fore you, and he will guide you. This will be jar better 
ban the deareſt Friend. 


When one ſaid to her,--- I hope our Loſs will be your. 


great Gain; ſhe ſaid, I have now no reaſon to think but 
bat it will. And under her grievous bodily Pains, ſne had 
itt aer t in her- Soul, and was wang to die; yea, Was 
1 defirons 


T 


TY 2 Tu Sa. we 


 teferous to depart, hoping to be with CunnerT— And when 4 | 


And juſt as ſhe breath'd her laſt, --- ſaid, --- Now let my 
1205 depart in Peace FE 


| (ertainty of Time, and the great / 7 eight and ay bon 


in the Fulreſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſpe! of Cur1sT : 


comfort others, with the Comforts wherewith I my ſelf 
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ſpeaking of the glorious Reft ſhe was paſſing to, ſhe ſaid, 
It is long in coming; concerned, Izaft ſhe ſhould not have 
Patience to bear the Delays, and wait the appointed Time. 


— But O war a vic Treafare i5 now remov'd from wo 
us? — I ſtem to have loſt the better half of my felt! |} 
And the Beauty and Strength and Comfort of my Houle | 
Alas! What a Cloud hangs over us? 4 

Pity me, pity me, O ye my Friends, for the Hand f 
GOD hath touched me! Pray for me and mine, That 
the gracious Preſence of GOD may be with us, to teach, 


ſupport and comfort us; to make us ſpiritual Gainers, by N 


this great Loſs :— Partakers of bis Holineſs --- : That 1 
may be reſigned entirely to the Will of GOD; who gave, 
and has a right to take away ; That he would ſhew me 
wherefore he contendeth with me; That His Grace may 
be ſufficient for me, and abeund towards me; That Sin 
may be more bitter to my Soul: And that my Affections, 
Deſires and Hopes may be more taken off from earthly 
Enjoyments, and centre in the infinite aud eternal Good. 

That I may be mote diligent in the Wert which my 
Logp and Maſter hath given me to Co ;--- to watch and 
pray, ana labour for my π and your Souls Salvation 1. 
That I may be quickned from a deeper Senſe of the Un- 
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of the Work it ſelf, and the Greatneſs of the Rervards 
which he ſets in view; and that herein J may be ever ani- 
mated, with a Love to CHRIST, and yu a which he 


hath purchaſed with his Blood. 


Pray that, while I am continued, I may conie ai Jon, 


That I may be an Example of Faith, Humbty, Patients 
Refignation, and every good Work: — And that thro? 
divine Grace, abounding towards me, I may be able to 


may be comforted of COD. 
3 And 
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dead, yet 4 
and Patience, Humility, Diligence and Diſcretion, Mode : : 


Honour of GOD, and her own Soul, and the Good of other 


 Fulneſs dwells. 


end Election ſure; 


adminiſtred to us, into the everlaſting Kingdom of our Ls 


7 Ing, 8220 Honour and Power for ever and ever. Aux 
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And pray that my Children may all have a rich Shari 
of the Vertues and Graces which adorned their decea/eWM 
Mother: That Gop would be ever mindful of bis Cove 
nant with them; and not forſake them: That they mai 
be Followers of Her, as ſhe was of CyrisT ; who, bein 
peaketh to them, in the Example of her Fair 


NIE 


ration, Mcdeſty, Love and Kindneſs, Concern for thi 


That they may be all Bleſſings in the World, and 
made meet for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. - 
And pray for your ſelves, That you may be enabled t 


make a religious Improvement of this ſorrowful Breach 


upon us: And may be in earneſt to be ready for your cui 


Diſſolution : That eternal T 8 8 the great and prawn 
cious Promiſes, may appear in th 


eir Reality and Greatneſſ 
to your Minds; and accordingly influence your Lives 
And that you may repair to the ſame Fountain, where a 
And peculiarly the Handmaids of ti 
Lorp, That you may receive Grace. to diſcharge ti 


Duties of your Kelations faithfully ; ; and may be, like t ö 


Deceaſed, rich Bleſſings in your F. amilies, and educal7 
your Children to be ſo. L 
And may we all give Diligence to make our i Call 
and add to our Faith Vertue and even 
Grace; that an abundant Entrance may be, in Gop's Tim 


and Saviour IExsus ChRIS TR; where we ſhall be freed fro 
all Sin, and ſhall mourn no more; but ſhall, with glonogt 
Saints and Angels, give unto Gop and the Lam B, BI 
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